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Still kicking
S t o r y  b y  B r y a n  H a in e s  P h o t o s  b y  L id o  V iz z u t t i
Thump.
A second later, a football leaves a 
kicker’s foot and is sent hurling 
through the air. That dull sound of a 
foot hitting pigskin is the soundtrack 
of a trade, like the whir of a sewing 
machine as a needle and thread stitch 
together pieces of fabric.
This is the sound, the sound of a 
cleat knocking a football across a 
field, that stitched together the 
Snyder family.
Thump.
Kicking runs through the Snyder 
family as thick as blood. It was 
imbedded in the father, Lawrence, 
then passed down from him to his 
son, Steve. The family trade was 
passed again to another son, Chris, 
who is now kicking for the 
University of Montana Grizzlies. 
While the trade may have changed a 
little (Lawrence was a straight-on 
kicker while his sons take the soccer- 
style angle while approaching the 
ball) one thing remains the same: 
Thump.
So it had to be those three defin­
ing moments — when Steve fulfilled 
a childhood dream, when Lawrence 
experienced one of the happiest 
moments as a father and when Chris 
knew that he wanted to become a 
kicker — would all happen at the 
same time, with all three Snyders 
together.
When Chris was in fourth grade 
Lawrence brought him to one of 
Steve’s high school football games. 
Steve was a senior at Mead High 
School in Spokane, Wash. Like his 
father before him and Chris after, 
Steve earned all-city honors at 
Spokane as a place kicker.
In all of Steve’s games, never had 
he made a game-winning field goal 
until that fateful night.
Chris doesn’t remember how far 
the kick was, who it was against or 
even the final score of the game. All 
he remembers is his dad’s reaction.
After the kick sailed through the 
up-rights, the proud father started 
jumping up and down with joy as 
tears streamed down his cheeks.
It was a vision that Chris still sees 
clearly in his mind, as if he were 
watching it on television, and the rea­
son Chris decided to kick.
“I remember how happy he was,” 
Chris said. “Right then I said to 
myself that someday I want to make 
my dad that happy.’”
It was a promise that Chris never 
got the chance to fulfill.
His father’s jubilant reaction to 
Steve’s game-winning field goal was 
the most energy and action that Chris 
had ever seen from his dad.
During all of Chris’ childhood, his 
father was constantly asleep in bed or 
in the hospital, as he battled heart dis­
ease. The disease severely limited 
Lawrence’s physical activities, and he 
had to carry an oxygen machine with 
him when he went out.
But despite being weak and 
extremely sick, he was always at his 
children’s games.
“At my soccer games, if it was too 
cold, he would move the car so that he 
could see, Chns said. “He was always 
at the games —every single one.”
Eventually though, the heart dis­
ease started taking its toll on
Lawrence.
Trips to the hospital were becom­
ing more frequent, but with every trip 
Lawrence would tell Chris, “Don’t 
worry, daddy will be home tomor­
row.”
And every time, Lawrence came 
home.
Once again, on April 25, 1992, his 
heart forced Lawrence to go back to 
the hospital. As Chris was leaving his 
father’s room, Lawrence looked at his 
son, and said, as he had so many 
times before, “Don’t worry, daddy 
will be home tomorrow.”
Lawrence passed away later that 
night.
It was a shock at first to Chris, 
who was 10 at the time. He under­
stood that his father was sick, but he 
believed his father would be home 
the next day, just as he said. Looking 
back, Chris is grateful for that final 
night before his father passed away.
“I was at least able to see him and 
tell him I loved him one final time,” 
Chris said. “Now, whenever I talk to 
my mom or whoever it is in my fami­
ly, I tell them I love them, because 
you never know.”
Lawrence’s passing was hard for 
all eight Snyder children, but 
especially Chris. He never got to 
know his father on an adult level, 
something he deeply wishes he could 
have, and at the age of ten, he now 
was forced to grow up without a dad. 
But Chris took comfort in the fact 
that he brought his father endless 
happiness when he was alive.
“Chris knew he brought so much 
joy to his dad,” said Sharon, Chris’ 
mother. “There were no negative 
memories, only positive ones.”
Sharon carried the family through 
the ordeal.
With her husband gone, Sharon 
was now the sole parent for eight 
children, four who were still living at 
home. Having to provide for four 
kids with only one pay check was 
sometimes hard for Sharon and her 
family. There were times when the 
hospital bills left the Snyders with lit­
tle money.
No matter what though, there was 
still plenty of food on the table and 
clothes on her children’s backs. 
Anything else the children got was a 
bonus.
“The only word I can describe my 
mom with is amazing,” Snyder said. 
“No matter what, she still made time 
for all of us despite everything.”
Sharon’s strength and how well 
she raised her children still amazes 
Montana head coach Joe Glenn.
“It is a testament to his mother 
about how strong she is,” Glenn said. 
“You can give a lot of credit to his 
mom. She is a great lady, and the 
whole family has just been great.”
Every single family member 
helped each other through their 
father’s death, but no one was more 
important to Chris than his older 
brother Steve.
Steve filled the role of a father 
figure in Chris’ life. Although Steve 
had left for college after Lawrence 
passed away, he came home every 
weekend for Chris’ games. During 
the summer he would shag balls for 
Chris as he worked on his kicking.
“To this day, we are the closest,” 
Snyder said. “A lot of people have a 
tough relationship with their brothers, 
but I am not afraid to say ‘I love you’ 
to my brother. He is awesome.”
Montana vs. Sacramento State 3
Griz within reach of I-A A win-streak record
Lisa Hornstein/GameDay Kaimin
Sophomore Leoander Segars reaches out to catch a pass around Northern Arizona's niner during last week's game at 
Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Segars scored one touchdown helping the Griz to defeat the Lumberjacks 38-24.
Save big on your season pass if you purchase by 
November 10th. Call 549-9777 or visit 
www.montanasnowbowl.com for details.
M yers Reece 
GameDay Kaimin
The Griz have been winning for 
two years, breaking records and sit­
ting at the top of the polls — none of 
which are secrets. But now, they have 
another rubicon to pass against 
Sacramento State — breaking the all- 
time I-AA record for consecutive vic­
tories.
The Pennsylvania teams from 
1992-1995 won 24 games in a row, 
and the Griz are currently at 23.
While the record may be the subject 
of conversations around Missoula, it’s 
not in the Griz locker room.
“It’s kind of like a no-hitter that’s 
in progress,” Griz head coach Joe 
Glenn said. “No one wants to talk 
about it until it’s over.”
Maybe Glenn and the boys don’t 
want to jinx it, but it is certainly a big 
deal — not only locally, but also 
across the football nation. In order to 
attain that achievement, however, the 
Griz have to beat Sacramento State 
first
Montana owns a 7-0 series record 
over the Hornets, but a few of those 
haven’t come easily. The last two 
meetings, at Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium have been close, including a 
24-20 squeaker in 2000.
Even though the Hornets are the 
huge underdogs, Glenn remembers 
how closely they have played the 
Grizzlies in Missoula the last two 
times.
“The last two games have been 
wire-to-wire here at Washington- 
Grizzly stadium,” Glenn said. “Last 
time Sac State pretty much had the 
game won, but we squeaked it out in 
the end. The game before that went to 
double overtime.”
Sac State comes into the game 
having just lost a brutally close game 
to Montana State, 31-30. To add 
insult to injury, the Hornets will be 
without head coach John Volek, who 
was suspended for publicly criticizing 
the game officials and entering their 
locker room.
Sac State’s offense is led by a trio 
of solid players, all of whom Glenn 
named as threats. Quarterback Ryan 
Leadingham became the school’s all- 
time leader in pass completions last 
week. He has completed 368 passes, 
breaking the old record of 365.
That’s quite a feat for a four-year
career. But Leadingham’s only a 
sophomore.
The other two offensive leaders 
are senior running back Garrett White 
and sophomore receiver Fred Amey. 
White is a versatile utility player, 
whom Glenn calls a “jack of all 
trades,” lining up at different posi­
tions throughout the game. Amey 
leads the Big Sky in all-purpose 
yards.
But as good as Leadingham is, 
he’ll have a tough time keeping away 
from UM’s sack specialists and he’ll 
most likely be forced to keep the ball 
in the air.
Montana leads the Big Sky in 
sacks, and the defense proved how 
powerful it actually is last week 
against Northern Arizona. The sack­
ing onslaught was led by defensive 
end Tim Bush. The junior from 
Kellogg, Idaho, had six tackles and 
was credited with four sacks, even 
though he was in on five. He won Big 
Sky Defensive Player of the Week, 
and was voted top defensive player of 
the week in I-AA by Sports Network. 
He also moved ahead of teammate 
Trey Young for the Big Sky lead in 
sacks.
Last week against NAU, Montana 
held the Lumbeijacks to 18 yards 
rushing on 23 attempts. Over the last 
two games, the Grizzlies have 
allowed only 27 rushing yards on 56 
attempts. As for their own rushing, 
they have been pretty successful with 
freshman running back J.R. Waller 
gaining 159 yards on the ground last 
week, after racking up 156 the week 
before.
“We would like to give J.R. the 
ball and keep the offense balanced,” 
Glenn said. “But we just have to 
establish a game plan based on what 
defense they throw at us. If they’re 
jamming eight men in the middle, 
then maybe J.R. won’t get 25 car­
ries.”
The Griz hold the Big Sky record 
for overall consecutive victories, as 
well as having the most consecutive 
conference wins (24) and consecutive 
road conference wins (13). They are 
currently tied for the Big Sky record 
with the 1992-1997 Montana teams 
for consecutive home conference vic­
tories at 19. Montana’s last confer­
ence loss was a 51-48 overtime loss 
at Portland State in 1999.
Coming next GameDay: Get lucky with GDK- If you get the 
“lucky” edition, you get some cool stuff from us here at GameDay.
Because we love our readers that much people.
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GameDay Kaimin is a free 
football guide entirely put together 
by the staff of the Montana 
Kaimin, the student newspaper of 
the University of Montana. The 
Kaimin is in its 105th year of 
printing. GDK is somewhat of a 
newcomer to the services the 
Kaimin provides. GDK was 
launched four years ago as the 
first independent football guide of 
its kind. You'll find us just about 
anywhere you are on game day 
handing out what is still the origi­
nal game day publication. So find 
one and pick it up. You’ll find it 
entertaining and informative 
because we’re students writing 
about students. And it’s complete­
ly free, so really, you can't go 
wrong. If you have a story sug­
gestion or would just like to drop 
us a line, we’d appreciate it. Write 
me an e-mail at
clowery@ kaimin.org or call 243- 
2394. We’re listening.
—Editor, Courtney Lowery
f  Be a I S knri a g R e at C I o s e .
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Montana
2002 Record • 9-0, 4-0 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 15-1 Overall, 7-0 Big Sky
Offense
David Gober
Running Back
5-9,190 freshman from Anaheim, CA 
Mr. Gober is the second half of the Griz running attack this season 
with fellow redshirt freshman J.R. Waller. He is returning this week 
from an ankle injury and he hopes to continue his strong season 
where he has carried the ball 72 times for 352 yards. This weekend 
against the Sac State Hornets, Gober will return and continue his 
strong play.
Special Teams
Mark Spencer
Punter
6-5, 200 senior from Fallbrook, CA
Mr. Spencer, a ju n io r college tra nsfe r from  Palom ar J.C .,
aging
yards per punt as a senior. Last year against MSU, Mr
has returned from  a s te lla r ju n io r cam paign aver  37.9
»ge
Spencer had a 77-yard punt w hich landed on the ’C ats’ 4-
yard line . We here at GDK, expect m ore great kicks from  
th is  G riz veteran.
N umerical Roster
Probable starters in BOLD
1 Levander Segars SO CB 5’9” 170 lbs Colorado Springs, CO
2 JonTalmage FR WR 6’4" 195 lbs Anaheim, CA
3 Trey Young SR FS 6'0” 200 lbs San Diego, CA
4 DaveDeCoite JR SS 6’1”  190 lbs Truckee.CA
5 John Edwards SR QB 6’1” 200 lbs Billings, MT
6 Andy Thompson JR OLB 6’3” 215 lbs Walla Walla, WA
7 Brett Staninger SR QB 6’3" 205 lbs Missoula, MT
8 Jefferson Heidelberger SO WR 5'10” 175 bs Nevada City, CA
9 Kendall Selle FR QB 6’2" 205 lbs Billings, MT
10 David Gober FR RB 5'9" 190 lbs Anaheim, CA
11 Vernon Smith JR CB 6’1” 175 lbs San Diego, CA
12 Brent Meyers JR FS 6'0" 190 lbs Missoula, MT
13 Jeff Disney JR QB 6'1" 198 lbs Glendora, CA
14 Matt Stem FR QB 6’4" 230 lbs Coeur d’ Alene, ID
16 Brandon Neill SR QB 6'3" 215 lbs Great Falls, MT
20 J.R. Waller FR RB 5'9" 197 lbs Portland. OR
21 Dustin Dlouhy FR LB 6'2” 217 lbs Idaho Falls, ID
23 Kevin Edwards FR SS 6’2” 185 lbs Spokane, WA
24 AndyKoyama SO CB 5’8" 180 lbs Hardin, MT
25 Kyle Scholle SO FS 6’0” 195 lbs Parker, CO
26 Jelani Harrison SR RB 6’1” 210 lbs Compton, CA
27 Johnnie Peeples SR CB 5’10” 180 lbs F t Pierce, F
28 Tyler Peterson FR WR 5’10” 175 lbs Helena, MT
29 Chris Snyder JR PK 6’0” 204 lbs Meade, WA
30 Tate Hancock SO WR 5’ 10” 170 lbs Salina, KS
31 Tyler Thomas FR S 6'0" 190 lbs Dillon, MT
32 Michael Rubie FR CB 5'10" 180 lbs Cerritos, CA
33 Joel Rosenberg SR DB 5’10" 185 lbs Whitefish, MT
34 Brad Weston JR TE 6’1" 225 lbs Hamilton, MT
35 Turill Engleman FR RB 5’10” 190 lbs Huntington Beach, CA
36 Chris Polhemus FR WR 6’2" 200 lbs Missoula, MT
37 Ciche Pitcher JR DE 6’4" 230 lbs Anaconda, MT
38 Pete Hamill SO RB 5-11 190 lbs Coeur d’ Alene, ID
40 Ike Mincy SR DE 6'2” 230 lbs Wewahitchka, FL
41 Shane Harris JR S 5’10" 180 lbs Irvine, CA
42 Blake Horgan SO DL 6’3” 275 lbs Spokane, WA
43 Willie Walden SO TE 6 7 ” 275 lbs Vancouver, WA
44 Seamus Molloy FR OLB 6’2” 109 lbs Helena, MT
45 Colt Palmer SO TE 6’1” 230 lbs Omaha, NE
46 Dana Knox FR RB 57" 175 lbs Lewistown, MT
47 Shane MacIntyre FR LB 6’3" 222 lbs Helena, MT
48 Ben Winn FR TE 6’4” 225 lbs Darby, MT
49 Robb Hollenbeck FR TE 6’2” 195 lbs Missoula, MT
50 AdamHoge SO I LB 5’11” 220 lbs Bozeman, MT
51 Kyler Noel FR LB 6’1” 215 lbs Helena, MT
52 Nick Vella SO LB 6'2" 204 lbs Castro Valley, CA
53 Joel Robinson JR LB 5'11” 230 lbs Kallspell, MT
54 Chris Connors JR DE 6’ 2” 232 lbs Butte, MT
55 JonnyVarona SO NT 6’3" 275 lbs Medical Lake, WA
56 Chris Tautolo FR LB 6’0” 210 lbs Carson, CA
57 Tyson Roberts FR QB 5'10” 180 lbs Richland, WA
58 Ryan Francis FR DE 6’4" 205 lbs Spokane, WA
61 Brian White FR OC 6’1” 270 lbs Tacoma, WA
62 Derek Decker JR OG 6’5” 289 lbs Ballantlne, MT
63 Ryan Wells FR OL 6’4" 249 lbs Hamilton, MT
64 Dylan Brown FR OG 6’4” 296 lbs Kinsey, MT
65 Garth Enger SO OC 6'4” 280 lbs Bothell, WA
66 Brian Pelc SR OC 6’4” 285 lbs Helena, MT
67 Jake Pipinich FR OG 6’5” 285 lbs Bozeman, MT
68 Jason Frink FR OG 6’4” 260 lbs Post Falls, ID
70 Lucas Langbehn FR K 6’0” 200 lbs Deer Park, WA
71 Jesse McFarland FR OG 6'2” 240 lbs Kalispell, MT
72 Dylan McFarland JR OT 6’6” 295 lbs Kalispell, MT
73 Jeff Marshall FR OL 6'5" 230 lbs Newport Beach, CA
74 Beau Hart SO OL 6’ 6” 255 lbs Lake Oswego, OR
75 Cory Procter SO OG 6’5” 290 lbs Gig Harbor, WA
76 Brad Rhoades FR OT 6’5" 255 lbs Bellingham, WA
77 Jon Skinner JR OT 6 7 ” 315 lbs Dillon, MT
80 Alex Hazlett FR WR 6’4" 200 lbs Kalispell, MT
81 RoryZikmund SR WR/KOR 5'10” 192 lbs Harfowton, MT
82 Mark Spencer SR P 6’5” 200 lbs Fallbrook, CA
83 Dane Oliver JR WR 5’8” 155 lbs Monmouth, OR
84 Conor Molloy SO TE 6’5" 245 lbs Helena, MT
85 Tuff Harris FR WR 6’0” 185 lbs Colstrip, MT
86 LaShawn George FR WR 6’1" 193 lbs Anaheim, CA
87 Nathan Adkins FR WR 5'8" 170 lbs Cerritos, CA
89 Ja'Ton Simpson FR TE 6'5” 230 lbs Bellflower, CA
90 Curt Colter SR DT 6’2" 295lbs Hysham, MT
91 Tim Bush JR DE 6’3” 240 lbs Kellogg, ID
92 Michael Potts FR DE 6’4" 215 lbs Missoula, MT
93 Chris Orwig FR DT 6'5" 255 lbs Shawnee Mission, KS
94 Steve O’Neal FR DT 6’4" 240 lbs Laurel, MT
95 John Cahill SO DT 6’ 2” 280 lbs Billings, MT
96 Lance Spencer FR DE 6’2” 235 lbs Malta, MT
97 Herbert Fernandez SR DE 6' 4" 225 lbs San Diego, CA
98 Kerry Mullan FR DL 6'3” 290 lbs Stevensville, MT
99 Alan Saenz FR NT 6’1" 285 lbs Newport Beach, CA
GRIZ OFFENSE w
Hancock 30 
Mr. Hancock is a con­
verted running back 
and during his sopho­
more campaign, he 
has stepped up his 
play, catching 19 pass­
es for 308 yards thus 
far. Mr. Hancock will 
seek to continue his 
strong play this week.
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Fernandez 97
Mr. Fernandez could be 
described as the back­
bone of the D -line. He 
serves as the back-up 
for Tim Bush and Lance 
Spencer and w ith the 
rash of injuries th is year 
for the G riz, Mr. 
Fernandez has seen 
increased playing tim e. 
Look for more solid play 
from  this senior.
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Montana vs. Sacramento State 5
t Sac Defense
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Mr. Mbewa is a presea­
son All-American choice 
for the Hornets and he 
has done his best to 
justify it this season. 
Thus far, he has tallied 
43 tackles along with 
two fumble recoveries, 
which he has returned 
for a  total of 61 yards. 
Saturday, Mr. Mbewa 
will look to wreak havoc.
ss
vs. Sac Offense
Phil
Gratsinmopolous
88
WR KenanSmith
7
Riley 1
Mr. Riley is a load at 245 
lbs. and against the Griz 
defense, he will look to 
deliver the blows instead 
of receiving them. Thus far 
this year, he has ran the 
ball 53 times for 202 
yards, but mainly, he likes 
to create holes for Garrett 
White and Tyronne Gross.
2002 Record • 3-6 Overall, 2-3 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 2-9 Overall, 1 -6 Big Sky
Sacramento State
Ryan Leadingham
Quarterback
6-3, 207 sophomore from Covina, CA
Mr. Leadingham is an offensive machine for the Hornets. In less 
than two years as the starting quarterback, Mr. Leadingham has 
broken nearly all of the school records for his position. In nine 
games this year, he has thrown for nearly 2000 yards to go along 
with 12 TDs. Against the Griz on Saturday, he will seek to light up 
the secondary with long passes to wide receiver Fred Amey.
Ryan Kroeker
Linebacker
6-0, 235 junior from Shaffer, CA
Mr. Kroeker is the defensive machine for the Hornets this year, 
tallying 77 tackles in nine games, four of those for loss. He also 
has one interception and one forced fumble. At the end of this 
year, Mr. Kroeker will most likely earn All-Big Sky honors. But 
against the Griz, he will have his hands full trying to cover the 
running backs out of the backfield and attempting to penetrate 
the pocket protected by the massive O-line.
Numerical Roster
Probable Starters in bold
Kendall Riley SO FB 5’11” 245 lbs Sacramento, CA
Camron Mbewa JR DB 6’1” 210 lbs Sacramento, CA
3 Ramon Payne SO DB 6’2” 190 lbs San Jose, CA
4 Seth Deyo SR TE 6’2” 260 lbs El Centro, CA
5 Jason Rowell SR LB 5’10” 221 lbs Dove Canyon,CA
6 Mike Johnson, Jr. SR WR 6’1” 170 lbs Denver, CO
7 Kenan Smith JR WR 5’11” 166 lbs San Jose, CA
8 Derard Barton SR RB 6’0” 225 lbs Los Angeles, CA
9 Cameron Clayton SO DB 5’9” 170 lbs Los Angeles, CA
10 FredAmey SO WR 5’11” 187 lbs Union City, CA
11 Blake Mori FR QB 6’3" 175 lbs Sacramento, CA
12 BradCandido SR DB 5’9” 171 lbs Ewa Beach, HI
13 Jeremy Callaway JR DB 6’2” 218 lbs Elk Grove, CA
14 Ryan Maine FR QB 6’2” 184 lbs Diamond Bar, CA
15 Dustin Hagens FR QB 6’3” 180 lbs Denair, CA
16 Garrett White SR RB 6’3” 210 lbs Corning, CA
17 Ryan Leadingham SO QB 6’3” 207 lbs Covina, CA
18 Brandon Lofton SR DB 6’0” 205 lbs Covina, CA
19 Charles Amey SR DB 5-10 180 lbs Union City, CA
20 Julian Cummings JR DB 5’8” 170 lbs West Covina, CA
21 Gary Austin, Jr. SR WR 5’11” 196 lbs Bakersfield, CA
22 MattLogue FR LB 6’2” 210 lbs Grass Valley, CA
23 Kevin Tennerson SO DB 5’10” 190 lbs Citrus Heights, CA
24 Royce Barber FR RB 6’0” 211 lbs Santa Rosa, CA
25 BretLeVier SO K 6’2” 185 lbs Whittier, CA
26 Brandon Coleman SR DB 5’9” 160 lbs Rancho Cordova, CA
28 Jeremy Johnson JR DB 6’0” 177 lbs Highlands Ranch, CO
29 Robert Coleman SR DB 5’10” 156 lbs Sacramento, CA
30 Kris Daniels FR RB 57 ” 158 lbs South San Francisco, CA
31 Greg Lovely FR DB 6’0” 175 lbs San Jose, CA
32 Tyronne Gross FR RB 5’8” 215 lbs Stockton, C A
33 Brett Collins JR RB 5’11" 195 lbs Paso Robles, CA
34 Mel Cuckovich FR WR 5’11" 180 lbs Sacramento, CA
35 James Bogetti FR DB 5’10” 180 lbs Modesto, CA
38 Paul Kerr SO P/K 6’2” 190 lbs Cypress, CA
40 Andrew Bonner JR FB 5’10” 232 lbs Loomis, CA
41 Clint Borel FR TE 6'5” 215 lbs Walnut Creek, CA
43 Ryan Kroeker JR LB 6’0” 235 lbs Shatter, CA
44 Shawn Smith FR LB 6’1” 210 lbs Elk Grove, CA
45 Mohammad Warrad SO FB 5’8” 265 lbs West Sacramento, CA
46 Jacob French FR RB 5’10" 195 lbs San Jose, CA
47 Dave Hansen SO DL 6'2” 230 lbs Cypress, CA
48 Najib Magee SO DB 5*10” 200 lbs Coeur d’Alene, ID
50 KentryKaifahina FR DL 6'0” 235 lbs San Bernardino, CA
Matt Franz JR DL 6*1” 230 lbs Huntington Beach. CA
54 Charles Thomtona SR LB 5’11” 223 lbs Sacramento, CA
55 Casey Bays FR DL 6'1" 270 lbs Corvallis, MT
57 Park McAllister SR LB 6’5 “ 245 lbs Redlands, CA
58 Noel Taueetia FR LB 6’0" 230 lbs Carson, CA
59 Anthony Palomariz SO LB 6'4” 222 lbs Carson CA
60 Rufino Sanchez FR OL 6’3” 290 lbs Sacramento, CA
f j ,  Andy Huang FR DL 5’11” 288 lbs San Diego, CA
62 Mike Catapano JR OL 6'5W 310 lbs Sacramento, CA
64 Matt Augusta FR OL 6’3” 250 lbs Simi Valley, CA
65 Sean Doherty SR OL 6 7 ” 288 lbs Concord, CA
66 Dustin Nicolodi FR OL 6’5” 270 lbs Modesto, CA
67 Brian Herman SO OL 6’4” 265 lbs Las Vegas NV
69 Evan Shuler JR OL 6’5” 275 lbs Corona, CA
70 Cameron DeBruycker FR OL 6'5” 264 lbs So. Sacramento CA
71 Nolan Fisher FR OL 67 ” 330 lbs Oxnard, CA
72 Doug Bielecki FR OL 6'5” 260 lbs San Jose, CA
73 MarkoCavka JR OL 6’8” 276 lbs Cypress, CA
74 Grant Hagen JR OL 6’3” 280 lbs Los Alamitos, CA
Frank JR OL 6*4” 302 lbs Moreno Valley. CA
76 Heath Macklin FR OL 6’5" 260 lbs Visalia, CA
77 B.J. Tittlemier SO OL 6’5” 275 lbs Bakersfield, CA
78 Tyler Padovan SR DL 5'11” 255 lbs Pollock Pines, CA
79 Dan De La Torre SR OL 6’4” 275 lbs Chino CA
80 Brian Bell FR WR 6’3" 180 lbs Sacramento, CA
81 Brandon Lewis FR WR 6’1" 180 lbs Antelope, CA
°2 Shawn Brown SR WR 5’9” 173 lbs San Diego, CA
83 Caleb Jones JR TE 6’3” 260 lbs San Leandro, CA
84 Fred Dammeyer JR TE 6’5” 265 lbs Yuma, AZ
85 Luis Lopez FR TE 6'2" 225 lbs Fillmore, CA
86 Antone Bogetti SO WR 6’1” 182 lbs Modesto, CA
17 Jeremy Siemiller JR WR 6’5" 213 lbs Los Banos, Calif.
88 Phil Gratsinopoulos SR TE 6’4" 226 lbs Milbrae,CA
89 Ben Prater FR TE 6’6” 220 lbs Sacramento, CA
90 TomHoffart FR DL 6’4” 235 lbs Davis, CA
91 Bilal Watkins SR DL 61” 287 lbs Fresno, CA
92 Justin Llorente JR DL 6’2” 277 lbs Citrus Heights, CA
94 Ben Fox JR DL 6’2" 250 lbs Clovis, CA
95 Eric Broden SO DL 6’5” 275 lbs Fair Oaks, CA
88 Chns Lovelace FR DL 6’4” 260 lbs Benicia, CA
Kelly Micco SO LB 6’3” 244 lbs Gold River, CA
98 Brad Osterhout SR DL 6’4” 250 lbs Roseville, CA
99 Scott McNamara JR DL 6'5” 257 lbs Gilroy CA
Offense
LB RyanKroeker
43
Defense
Fred
Amey
10
WR
TE
□
G
C
G
D
I Sean Doherty 65
I Chris Frank 75
B.J.
Tittlemier
77
Dustin
Nicolodi
66
Marko
Cavka
73
QB
Ryan
Leadingham
17
FB
Kendall
Riley
1
RB
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Scouting Report: Nr 8 MfestMii Illinois
W ill Cleveland 
GameDay Kaimin
Western Illinois finished its 2001 
campaign with a less than stellar 5-5 
record. This year, Tony Moss, the I- 
AA football guru for the Sports 
Network, picked the Leathernecks to 
finish fifth in the eight-team Gateway 
Conference.
Moss was wrong.
“This is a championship team,” 
head coach Don Patterson said. “We 
won the conference championship in 
2000, and a lot of these players were 
on that team.”
So far this year, the Leathernecks 
from Macomb, 111., are 8-1, ranked 
No. 8 in the nation, and they are on 
the verge on winning the Gateway 
Conference championship for the 
second time in three years. Western 
Illinois can clinch the conference 
championship and earn an automatic 
berth into the I-AA playoffs Saturday 
when it finishes its conference sched­
ule against the Panthers of Northern 
Iowa.
The Western Illinois Leathernecks 
are led by solid special teams with
All-American-worthy contributions 
from punter Mike Scifres and kicker 
Justin Langan. Scifres is the only I- 
AA punter among the nine other I-A 
finalists for the Ray Guy Award for 
the top punter in the nation.
“Mike is a logical All-American,” 
Patterson said. “He is averaging 47.8 
yards per punt without the aid of 
wind or high elevation.”
These specialists are the backbone 
of the team, Patterson said.
“They give us the best duo of spe­
cialists in the country,” he said. “The 
offense and defense are solid.”
The Western Illinois offense is led 
by senior wide receiver Stacy 
Coleman, who leads the Gateway 
Conference with 52 catches for 753 
yards to go along with 7 touchdowns. 
Throw in tight end R.J. Luke, a sen­
ior transfer from Penn State who is 
second on the team in receptions and 
reliable quarterback Russ Michna, 
and you are left with a potent passing 
attack.
The Leathernecks are averaging 
241 yards a game through the air to 
go along with 174 on the ground. 
Putting these two together creates a
balanced offensive assault
On the other side of the ball, 
the Leathernecks are led by 
Buchanan Award finalist junior 
linebacker Lee Russell, one of 
only four juniors nominated for 
the award. He leads the team with 
81 tackles and three interceptions, 
two of which have been returned 
for touchdowns.
“He is the backbone of our team,” 
Patterson said of the converted run­
ning back’s performance thus far.
The rest of the defense is 
anchored by junior Mike O’Brien, 
who received first-team all-confer­
ence recognition last season.
“We have good depth on the 
defensive line, which is why no one 
has stellar numbers,” Patterson said. 
“The linemen are only playing 40-50 
snaps a game, giving opposing 
offenses a big headache.”
Overall, the Western Illinois 
Leathernecks are rev’ving on all 
cylinders.
“This is a team with no apparent 
weaknesses,” Patterson said. “Every 
unit is solid. Therefore, we hope to 
see the Griz come December in 
Chattanooga.”
Save T he W indshields!
pinnacleAUTO GLASS
At Pinnacle we are committed to the 
cause of saving your windshield. 
J$o call and ask about 
chip repair or 
replacement.
1633 South Ave. W.
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Member of the U. of M. Alumni Association
S p o r t s n e t w o r k  l-AA f o o t b a l l  p o l l
Team (First-place votes)2002 Record Points Previous Rank
1. Montana Grizzlies (95) 9-0 2,591 1
2. McNeese State Cowboys (8) 7-1 2,486 2
3. Northwestern State Demons 8-1 2,311 3
4. Furman Paladins 6-2 2,154 4
5. Maine Black Bears 8-1 2,084 5
6. Eastern Illinois Panthers 6-2 1,989 6
7. Grambling State Tigers 8-1 1,878 7
8. Western Illinois Leathernecks 8-1 1,842 8
9. Georgia Southern Eagles 7-2 1,788 9
10. Bethune-Cookman Wildcats (1) 9-0 1,698 10
11. Villanova Wildcats 7-2 1,631 11
12. Massachusetts Minutemen 7-2 1,356 13
13. Portland State Vikings 6-3 1,213 15
14. Appalachian State Mountaineers 6-3 1,193 14
15. Wofford Terriers 7-2 1,010 18
16. Lehigh Mountain Hawks 7-2 928 16
17. Eastern Kentucky Colonels 7-3 895 17
18. Northeastern Huskies 7-2 773 20
19. Western Kentucky Hilltoppers 7-3 760 22
20. William & Mary Tribe 5-3 757 12
21. Pennsylvania Quakers 6-1 434 24
22. Nicholls State Colonels 6-3 423 23
23. Idaho State Bengals 5-3 331 19
24. Florida A&M Rattlers 7-3 299 NR
25. Gardner-Webb Bulldogs 7-1 225 NR
Dropped Out: No. 21 South Carolina State, No. 25 Illinois 
State
Others receiving votes (in order of points, minimum of 
five required): Duquesne, Alcorn State, South Carolina 
State, Harvard, Alabama A&M, Youngstown State, 
Southeast Missouri, Towson, Southwest Missouri State, 
Fordham, Northern Arizona, Illinois State, Dayton, Eastern 
Washington, Princeton, Northern Iowa, Colgate, Howard 
and Montana State.
Got UNLIMITED 
Minutes? 
Blackfoot does.
•Talk as much as 
you want within our 
home service area for 
$35/month.
•  No credit checks 
or contracts.
•  Get the limitless 
advantages of 
Digital PCS with 
UNLIMITED 
local airtime.
See store for details. 
Some restrictions apply.
^ ^  H I  D ig ital PCS from
Communications
Missoula 541-5000, Northgate Plaza, M-F 9a.m.-6p.m., S a t 10a.m.-6p.m. 
Kalispell 765-5125, Westbrook Square, M-F 9a.m.-6p.m., Sat. 10a.m.-6p.m.
T h e  m o re  y o u  h e a r, th e  b e tte r  w e  s o u n d .
[HE OLD FbST
GREAT FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT 
AT MISSOULA’S FINEST PUB.
NOW WITH OUTDOOR SEATING!
WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT TOE O JP.P.
H a p p y  H o u r  -  M o n d a y - T r i d a y  3 P - 6P  
$2 Local P ints • $2 W ell D rinks -1/2 P rice Nacho s & Q uesadillas
B u r g e r  N i g h t ! - S u n d a y  &  M o n d a y  5P-10P 
R egular B urger or V eggie B urger and  any Local P int for $5
H u m p  D a y ! -  W e d n e s d a y  h a - h p  
$2 Local Pints . $2 W ell D rinks • 1/2 P rice Nachos & Q uesadillas
S o u t h w e s t  S a t u r d a y  - 12N - 11P 
O ur Fam ous F ish Tacos and  M exican  B eer or Margarita  for $8 
M exican  B eers and  M a r g a r it a s  $2 a l l  d a y
CHECK OUR CALENDAR FOR BAND INFO
JOIN US AFTER A GREAT DAY ON THE RIVER! 
BRING IN YOU KINGFISHER FLYSHOP 
RECEIPT AND GET %15 OFF ANY ENTREE!
10 3  w .  Sp r u c e  7 2 1-73 9 9  
D o w n t o w n  M isso u l a
FREE
Montana vs. Sacramento State 7
Around the Sky: G r iz  p r e d i c t e d  t o  s t a y  o n  t o p . S u r p r i s e , s u r p r i s e
Lisa Homstein/GameDay Kaimin
Willie Walden tries to break away from Northern Arizona's Mike Sands during last week's game in the Washington 
Grizzly Stadium. Walden received for four yards, helping the Griz to their ninth straight victory.
Myers Reece 
GameDay Kaimjn
Sacramento State (3-6) at No. 
1 Montana (9-0)
With a win against Sac State, 
the Griz will tie the all-time I-AA 
record for consecutive victories at 
24. The record is currently held by 
Pennsylvania. Sac State is coming 
off a heartbreaking loss at home to 
Montana State, 31-30. Now, after 
losing its coach to suspension, Sac 
State has to enter the home o f the 
No. 1 team in the nation.
The numbers for the Griz speak 
for themselves. In the past two 
weeks, they have allowed only 27 
rushing yards on 56 attempts. Not 
only is quarterback John Edwards 
performing better than ever. 
Freshman J.R. Waller continues to 
complement the passing attack 
with 315 rushing yards in his last 
two games. The Grizzlies lead the 
Big Sky in sacks, pass defense 
efficiency, time of possession, 
turnover margin, rushing defense 
and total defense. On top o f that, 
they lead the overall series against 
Sac State 7-0.
Sac State is led by a trio o f 
solid players on offense. Senior 
running back Garrett White is an 
extremely adaptable utility player 
that lines up at different positions 
several times a game. Sophomore 
quarterback Ryan Leadingham is 
playing well with the help o f fel­
low sophomore receiver Fred 
Amey, who leads the conference 
in all-purpose yards.
Sac State has been surprising 
people this season, but will not be 
able to surprise Montana at home. 
Montana should have no problem 
extending its winning streak to a 
I-AA record-tying 24 games.
GDK prediction: 35-17 
Montana
Eastern Washington (5-4) at 
Montana State (4-5)
This is an important game for 
both o f these teams’ Big Sky 
hopes. Eastern Washington is 2-3 
in Big Sky play, while Montana 
State is 2-2. The winner of this 
game could find itself right near 
the top o f the conference, while 
the loser could find itself in a hole 
too deep to climb out of.
Only Montana (4-0), Idaho 
State (4-2), and Portland State (3- 
2) have conference records above 
.500. A win or loss in any game 
could lead to conference con­
tention or dejection for any of the 
teams in the conference, with the 
exception o f 0-5 Weber State.
Eastern Washington’s quarter­
back Josh Blankenship continues 
to put up unheard o f numbers for 
the offense. He leads the confer­
ence in every major quarterback 
statistical category including pass 
efficiency, strengthened by his 
incredible 25 touchdown to 6 
interception ratio.
EWU is third in the nation in 
passing offense, fifth in total 
offense, and tied for fifth in scor­
ing offense.
Montana State has played fair­
ly well lately, winning two of its 
last three games. One reason for 
the Bobcats’ improvement might 
be switching quarterbacks. 
Original starting quarterback Tyler 
Thomas was benched in favor of 
true freshman Travis Lulay. In,the 
four games the freshman from 
Aumsville, Ore. has started, he 
has produced big numbers, includ­
ing 319 yards last week against 
Sac State. Lulay won Big Sky 
Offensive Player o f the Week for 
his performance, and is currently 
third in the conference in pass 
efficiency.
M SU’s standout running back 
Ryan Johnson is second in the
conference in running the ball, 
averaging 102.8 yards per game, 
and is still on the “Payton Watch” 
list.
The conference’s best offense, 
EWU, will have its hands full 
against the Big Sky’s second best 
defense. EWU averages 456.1 
yards per game, but MSU only 
gives up 322.4 yards per game.
However, in the end, 
Blankenship will 
simply prove to be 
too much for the 
’Cats in this 
important Big Sky 
battle.
GDK predic­
tion: 33-27 
Eastern 
Washington.
No. 13
Portland State (6- 
3) at Weber State 
(2-6)
Portland State is coming off a 
huge conference win over Idaho 
State, snapping ISU’s four-game 
winning streak.
PSU, playing at home last 
weekend, won 27-24 in dramatic 
fashion on a last-second, 20-yard 
field goal by Mike Cajal-Willis. 
Willis won Big Sky Special Teams 
Player o f the Week along with 
M SU’s kicker/punter Nate Cook.
That victory gave PSU a 3-2 
conference record, placing them 
right behind 4-2 Idaho State for 
second place. Weber State, on the 
other hand, is 0-5 in conference 
play, and has lost its last five 
games overall.
This game is very important 
for Portland State’s Big Sky 
hopes, but meaningless for Weber 
State except for pride.
Portland State’s star sophomore 
running back Ryan Fuqua contin­
ues to lead the conference in rush­
ing by a large margin with 126.7 
yards per game. Senior quarter­
back Juston Wood is finally back 
on track after heavy preseason 
expectations. His 10 touchdown to 
10 interception ratio might not 
look spectacular, but considering 
the way he started the season, it is
all that he can ask for right now.
PSU has been doing just 
enough to win games all season, 
including its performance last 
week. Ranked last in passing 
offense and scoring offense, the 
Vikings have not been spectacular 
in their wins. However, as their 
record proves, the Vikings know 
how to get it done when it counts.
Weber State is last in the con­
ference in 
rushing 
offense, 
turnover mar­
gin, pass effi­
ciency, and 
second to last 
in an array of 
other statisti­
cal categories. 
Weber
State leads the 
overall series 
13-9, but lost 
last year 65-43. Don’t expect 108 
points to be scored again, but do 
expect PSU to win. Portland State 
is good; Weber State is not.
GDK prediction: 31-13 
Portland State
Northern Arizona (5-4) at No. 
23 Idaho State (5-3)
Last week, Idaho State’s four- 
game winning streak was snapped 
with a devastating 27-24 loss at 
Portland State. The Bengals are 
angry, a little heartbroken and 
ready to take it out on Northern 
Arizona.
Northern Arizona lost to 
Montana last weekend, and in the 
process showed that its defense 
wasn’t immune to the run. Griz 
freshman J.R. Waller ran for 159 
yards against the NAU front.
Idaho State comes into the 
game with the best scoring 
defense in the Big Sky, allowing a 
meager 17.1 points per game.
They are also second in total 
offense, and third in scoring 
offense.
Northern Arizona enters the 
game with less impressive num­
bers. NAU is last in total offense 
and pass defense, but is second in 
rushing defense, allowing only 92
yards per game.
This game is another crucial 
Big Sky battle. ISU is second in 
the conference with a 4-2 record, 
but barely hovering above PSU. 
The Bengals can’t afford a loss. 
Northern Arizona, on the other 
hand, is 3-3 in Big Sky play, and 
could find itself near the top with 
a win.
Northern Arizona receiver 
Clarence Moore is leading the con­
ference in receiving yards per 
game and receptions per game. 
NAU punter Mark Gould continues 
to lead the nation in punting. ISU 
is led by senior quarterback Doug 
Baughman, second in the confer­
ence in total offense and passing 
yards per game. On defense, ISU’s 
Jared Allen is the only non- 
Montana player to be in the top 
four in the conference in sacks.
In a crucial game like this one, 
mistakes will be very important. 
Every play will count, and in the 
end the better team should win. 
ISU is the better team.
GDK prediction: 27-17 Idaho 
State
To sum up the Big Sky:
In an important weekend in 
Big Sky action, the postseason 
fates o f many teams may be 
decided. Teams like Eastern 
Washington and Sacramento State 
are still clinging on to playoff 
hopes, but know that losses this 
weekend might crush those hopes. 
Other teams like Northern Arizona 
and Montana State know that 
sticking around in the middle of 
the pack isn’t sufficient. They 
need to win to get to the top. Then 
there are the teams hanging 
around at the top behind Montana, 
Idaho State and Portland State. 
They know that even if everyone 
else is chasing them, they can’t 
afford to make any mistakes, or 
they could suddenly find them­
selves as the ones doing the chas­
ing. When all is said and done, 
and the grueling Saturday of Big 
Sky mayhem is complete, the 
Montana Grizzlies will once again 
pick up the newspapers on Sunday 
and see that familiar headline: No. 
1 Montana still undefeated.
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Still kicking
Continued from page  2
A ftn  a successful extra point in the first quarter o f Montana's game against Northern Arizona last week, Chris Snyder walks calmly down the 
sideline. Snyder made a 25-yard field goal in the fourth quarter to give the Griz a 38-17 lead over the Lumberjacks.
His bond with his family remains as tight as ever.
Before home games, Chris is always asking his teammates for any spare tick­
ets to hand out to the clan who makes the trek to Washington-Grizzly Stadium. 
At least 20 Snyders are in attendance every Saturday. Sharon sits right above the 
cannon in the north end zone.
“It is such a wonderful place.” Sharon said. “Everyone is so supportive here.
I sit with a lot of the parents, and everyone calls me ‘mom Snyder.’”
Even though most of Chris’ family is in the stands, his heart still aches for 
the one person who can’t be there.
It is hard that the one person who I want to watch my games can’t, although 
I know somewhere he is watching,” Snyder said. “I would give up everything I 
have to have him back.”
From his father’s passing came a greater sense of understanding and compas­
sion in Chris. After losing his father, and with his family struggling financially 
at times, Sharon remembers Chris still thinking of others, always trying to help.
In grade school, Chris was part of a buddy program where older kids had a 
mentally challenged pre-school kid as a buddy. Chris spent recesses with the 
kids and always played with them. When he got into high school, he was part of 
a peer advising group that made sure everyone had their college plans settled 
and financial aid applications sent.
“He would always look out for the underdog,” Sharon said. “He made up his 
mind early that he was going to do good.”
Chris brought that attitude with him to Missoula.
Ever since he was a freshman, Snyder has spent time with children at the 
Gallagher Children s Home in Missoula. Halloweens are spent with kids carving 
pumpkins, playing catch or swinging outside. This year, there were kids who 
were at the home last Halloween, and when they saw Chris, they ran up to him 
and gave him a hug as he walked in the door.
The kids love it when him and other Griz athletes come down,” said Jason 
Vanderwall, coordinator of activities at the home. “It is pretty unbelievable the 
effect they have on the kids, and it really says a lot about the University.”
There have been times when Chris has had school work to do or a test the 
next day, but it doesn’t matter to him.
I am never too busy. Schoolwork and tests are only so much in your life, 
and making a kid happy is more important,” Chris said. “It really makes you 
feel like you have done some good in your life.”
Chris’ actions on the football field mirror his strong perseverance off of it, 
although that took some time for his teammates to see.
During his first year at Montana, Chris had the dubious luck of having a 
locker next to Andy Petek and Matt Steinau. Being a freshman is one thing, but 
the fact that Snyder was a kicker who was coming in and starting right away 
only added to the razing he received on a daily basis, mostly by those two.
Chris didn’t make a lot of friends in the beginning, and the tag “wussy kick­
er” was hung on him from the moment he stepped on the field.
Slowly though, his booming right leg started silencing his teammates and 
winning them over.
The once seclusive Chris is now friends with everyone on the team, and 
Glenn said he is one of the funniest players on the team.
Chris nickname of “wussy kicker” is still how he is known among his team­
mates, but now out of respect. Many jokingly ask why Chris is on a full-ride 
scholarship like the quarterbacks or linebackers. But Chris knows they wouldn’t 
want his job and the high stakes involved every time he attempts a field goal.
“When it comes down to it, they probably couldn’t handle the pressure,” 
Snyder said. “Hands down, this is the best job in football.”
Never was this more apparent than the Nov. 7 home game against Albany, 
N.Y.
As the first half was winding down, Montana was trying to run out the clock 
before half time but advanced the ball to the Great Dane’s 40-yard line.
Coaches were mulling amongst themselves about whether to kneel on the 
ball and let the clock run out or try a field goal.
Assistant coach Chris Knutsen asked Snyder if he wanted to give it a shot, 
and Snyder instantly said yes. Knutsen then talked to Glenn about it, and as 
word got around the rest of the sidelines, his teammates started chanting 
“Snyder, Snyder, Snyder.”
There was no way Glenn really could say no, and the situation was ideal to 
let Chris try it.
“It was the perfect time, and I said, ‘What the heck.’” Glenn said. “We had 
nothing to lose, and the guy’s got the leg for it.”
Fifty-seven yards later, Chris engraved his name into the Grizzly record 
books, drilling the longest field goal in University of Montana history.
Chris didn’t see the ball sail across the uprights because he couldn’t see over 
everyone on the line. As soon as the crowd erupted though, he knew it was 
good. He took off running across the field, eventually having to stop due to a 
side ache before being mobbed by his teammates.
“I had never even attempted something like that in a game. It was a great 
feeling,” Snyder said. “I thank coach Glenn and Knutsen for having confidence 
in me.”
By the time he is done kicking next year, Chris should leave Missoula with 
his name atop every Grizzly kicking record. He had the luxury of being able to 
kick for four years, and Glenn told Chris when he enrolled that he potentially 
could break the scoring record. Former Grizzly runningback Yohance Humpheiy 
currently holds that record with 290 points.
But records and accolades carry little meaning to Snyder.
“If I don’t get the scoring record and I walk away with four trips to the 
national championship, 1 could care less,” Snyder said. “Records are great, but 
they are forgotten.”
Snyder wants to be remembered, not forgotten, and he believes there is one 
sure way of achieving that.
The greatest kicker in Grizzly history, according to Snyder, is Andy Larson.
As all Grizzly fans remember, Larson booted the game-winning field goal as 
time expired against Marshall in the 1995 I-AA championship game, carrying 
the Grizzlies to a 22-20 win.
I hope dearly that I get that chance,” Snyder said. “Whether you are a quar­
terback, runningback or whatever, you want the ball with the game on the line.”
If that day ever comes, somewhere, his father will be watching. He’ll be 
jumping up and down with joy, tears streaming down his cheeks. Most of all, 
he 11 be proud of the man his son has become.
